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Hi, everyone. Happy New Year.

'm the teacher for this class, Mr. Harrison.

It's time to get started with our discussion. I'm looking forward to hearing everyone’s
opinions.

This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
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One of the most memorable news stories from last year may have been the success
of Japanese athletes abroad.

The baseball player Masahiro Tanaka started playing for the New York Yankees in
the American major leagues.

The soccer player Keisuke Honda moved to the Italian Premier league’'s AC Milan.
And tennis player Kei Nishikori was ranked the fifth-best male tennis player in the
world.
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With this news in mind, I'd like to discuss the topic “the effects of Japanese
athletes’ success overseas.”




It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

To start with, what effects do you think the successes of Japanese athletes

overseas have had?

Yoko:

| think that people in Japan have become more familiar with foreign sports teams.

Mr. Harrison:

Okay, Is there any team that you have become familiar with”?

Yoko:

Well, | didn’t know much about baseball up until now.
But since Masahiro Tanaka signed with the Yankees, I've had more chances to
learn the names of Major League teams and players.

Mr. Harrison:

Yes, as have many people.
So, it stirs interest in local sports teams and players when Japanese athletes are
successful abroad.

So, what else do you think happens when Japanese athletes become successful
abroad?

Sakura:

| think that uniguely Japanese customs are exported along with the athletes.

Mr. Harrison:




Can anyone tell us about any times when Japanese athletes’ customs have been
highly regarded abroad?

Yoko:

| remember a news report about the soccer player Yuto Nagatomo, who plays for
the ltalian team Inter Milan. He bowed to another player and supporters, and this
uniquely Japanese performance attracted attention around the world. | saw other
foreign athletes imitating his bow on TV.

Mr. Harrison:

So, Japanese athletes help spread Japanese culture abroad. What other types of
things do you think their being active overseas may result in?

Yoko:

| think it has given more dreams to Japanese children.

Mr. Harrison:

| think so, too.

Can you think of any examples of things that have had an impact on children?

Yoko:

When the soccer player Keisuke Honda moved to AC Milan, it was big news.
| think that children who play soccer practiced harder because they thought, “If |
try, | can become an international star like Keisuke Honda.”

Sakura:




| think so, too.

And it also has economic effects.

In sports where Japanese athletes also do well internationally—sports like soccer,
baseball, and marathons—the number of people competing in them increases.

Yoko:

I've had more chances to watch tennis tournaments on TV because of the success
of Kei Nishikori. And there are more chances to watch figure skating because of the
success of Mao Asada and Yuzuru Hanyu.

When Japanese athletes become top world athletes, it greatly increases the
popularity of the sports they play.

Mr. Harrison:

That’s right.
Let's hope that even more Japanese athletes become successful overseas this year
and also that they will continue to inspire young people.

The theme of today’s discussion has been “The effects of Japanese athletes’
success overseas.” This part of the program was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level
listeners. Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 are next.




Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

Hello, everyone!
It's time for our discussion. Are you ready? This class is for Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2
level listeners.

Last year, as in the past, many Japanese athletes participated in professional sports
overseas. People who cheer for a specific athlete are called fans. Fans encourage,
cheer on, and are said to have a positive effect on the performance of athletes.
This time, let’s discuss “the role of fans in sports.”

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

There are many ways to support our favorite athletes.
So, here’s a question for you.
How do you think fans support their favorite athletes?

Yoko:

| think that fans want to give the players motivation.
For example, | heard that in soccer the results of the game are better at home
games than away games.

Mr. Harrison:

Motivation certainly is an important point.




Yoko:

In order to motivate players, it's necessary to point out and give advice about the
players’ weaknesses.

Athletes who compete overseas say that their foreign fans sometimes criticize
them, but that it encourages them to do better.

Mr. Harrison:

| see. So, they're motivated in a variety of ways.
What are some other good ways to support players?

Sakura:

| think that fans should respect the players and act politely.

Mr. Harrison:

That's a good point.
An athlete and his or her fans are seen as one community. It's important to behave
as politely as the athlete does.

Sakura:

| heard about one person at a tennis game who used a flash to take a picture. When
we are supporting our favorite athletes at an international event, we really have to
remember our manners in addition to cheering them on.

Mr. Harrison:

That's right. So, do you have any examples of a time when fans were good at
cheering on their favorite athlete?




Yoko:

| saw on TV that at last year’s soccer World Cup, people around the world were
impressed with Japanese fans picking up after themselves before they left the
stadium.

Mr. Harrison:

Ah, yes. | remember that, too. That's right. More specifically, what were they
impressed with?

Yoko:

In many countries, fans usually don’t clean up around their seats after games,
especially when they lose. However, Japanese fans politely cleaned up after the
game even though they lost. | think they did that because they wanted the athletes,
other fans, and everyone else in the stadium to feel good knowing that they left it
neat and clean. | heard that seeing that, some fans overseas started to pick up their
refuse, as well.

Mr. Harrison:

It would be nice if this Japanese custom spread to other countries.

Are there any other examples of being a good fan?

Sakura:

| was really surprised by something | saw on TV at the World Boxing Championship.
After losing, a Japanese boxer clapped for the winner while still in the ring to
celebrate his winning. | was impressed by both their attitudes. When | saw that, |
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realized that the players respect each other. | wanted to cheer for the athletes
regardless of their country, because they tirelessly put so much effort into their
sport.

Mr. Harrison:

Athletes work hard because of their opponent. Regardless of country or race, we all

want to cheer for the people who put in their best effort.

This time we discussed “the role of fans in sports”
That’s all for Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next, Grades 3 and 4.

Part I Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

Hello.

It's discussion time.

Please speak out, and listen carefully to other people's opinions, too.
This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

Last year, many Japanese sports athletes were successful overseas.

So this time, I'd like to talk with everyone about good things in sports.

It's discussion timel!




Mr. Harrison:

What do you think good things in sports are, everyone?

Sakura:

You can make friends.

Mr. Harrison:

Okay. Have you had the experience of making friends through sports?

Sakura:

Yes.

Mr. Harrison:

Which sport were you playing?

Sakura:

| was playing basketball.

Mr. Harrison:

Okay. Basketball is a team sport so | guess you could make many friends quickly.

Sakura:

Yes, | became friends with my teammates.

| also became friends with members of other teams.

Mr. Harrison:

That's wonderful!
What do others think are good things about sports?




Yoko:

| think that you learn the importance of trying to achieve your goal.

Mr. Harrison:

Okay. Can you tell us a bit more about that experience?

Yoko:

| was playing volleyball.

In order to win, | not only practiced volleyball but also ran marathons and did weight training to
improve my stamina.

Mr. Harrison:

How did playing sports help you in your everyday life?

Yoko:

| learned that making a steady effort is important.

And that no effort is made in vain.

Mr. Harrison:

That's true.

Doing the same thing over and over again is not glamorous but it can achieve great results.
What do other people think are good things about sports?

Sakura:

It's healthy.

Mr. Harrison:

Do you play any sports now, Sakura?

10




Sakura:

| go to the gym on weekends.

Mr. Harrison:

What do you do at the gym?

Sakura:

| weight train and practice martial arts.

Mr. Harrison:

(What are martial arts?)
What would be another way to say “martial arts™?

Sakura:

Combative sports.

Mr. Harrison:

That's right. So, do you practice in some group?

Sakura:

Yes. There's one teacher and about 30 students.

And | feel really good afterwards.

Mr. Harrison:

Yes. Both your mind and body are refreshed after exercising.

Yoko:

| enjoy cheering on players during games.

Mr. Harrison:

Do you watch sports with your family, Yoko?
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Yoko:

Yes. My family watched Kei Nishikori's tennis match together on TV the other day.
Mr. Harrison:

Really? Was it fun?

Yoko:

Yes. It was very fun shouting and cheering for him together...
It's interesting to communicate with my family and friends around the topic of sports.

Mr. Harrison:

Being able to share your experiences and feelings of joy with your friends and family is a great
thing about sports.
It seems everyone enjoys sports in various ways.

Today's theme was around the topic of Japanese sports athletes who are successful overseas,
which we heard a lot about last year. In the first part we talked about ““the effects of Japanese
athletes' success overseas.”

In the second part we talked about “the role of fans in sports.”. And in the last part, we talked
about “good things about sports.”
To our listeners -- how much did you understand?

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article are
available on the program website.
Next week we'll be talking about “the Grand Champion Sumo Wrestlers.”
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