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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Brown:

V. BSh. FIFERHTED, CDUSREHZDITSDUTI,

WDBED/NJY VHREIIZIRHTT,

SOZELBEREBOFT L&D, —AUDECDDORSE, ERODERICEBILE T,
BENICES UTIESL), COUVSRADIRIG. EREA KT,

Hi, everyone. Happy New Year. I'm Mr. Brown, the substitute teacher for this class.
Your regular teacher, Mr.Harrison, is on vacation.

It's time to get started. Remember that everyone's opinion adds something to the
discussion, so please join in as much as you can.

This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

RO, ITIBRRAMNDFEELL [ XAV — FME] SOOI LNEITZEHE L. ZNIEER
SHTHEDNDDDOHDFT, HFMONESHBACEBESINTNDD EERIDCEF. BR
DIFERICE>TARORBCETIND, AFARICKDZNATETTUVRNBIEN DD
NFET, KEEKTIE. FMEROKFETBEICHBRB/EDFTRRER>. ADFZFE O T
K URHN IT ICKDERIESNDDHDE T, COXRDBRIMZER UICME>L, TRV
— FME] CHEENTNET,

Recently, the development of information technology has given rise to a new science
called "forest informatics," and it has spread all over Japan. Making sure that our forests
are properly maintained is essential to Japan's future, but due to a shortage of labor,
there are many areas where this cannot be done. In the past, it was necessary to rely
on human workers to carry out surveys and measurements necessary for forest
management and logging plans, but IT has made things much more efficient. Using
technology in this way is called "forest informatics."

SBIE TAERDEND ] Z2H@ET —VIC. COUSATIE TAVY—FME] [ZDNT
BLEWE L&D,

Our theme for all the classes today will be "People and Forests,” and in this class, we'll be
talking about "forest informatics."

| It's Discussion Time! |




Mr. Brown:
BESATCEFRNDEIDIC. BRAOEIDI DD 2IFFHMTY, Tl FMRICIEEDKD
BREIEDDDD. F1>TNFXINH? FUWRBKRIZEHB., VFSALSENMETIZE0),
Most of you probably know that two-thirds of Japan is covered by forest, but do you know
what purposes they serve? Let’s hear from our new student, Maki.

Maki:
KEZETDBENDDEBMNCCEDNDHDET, Fo. RKDEZTNDTET, WK
EOERBHPEITET,

| heard they protect the sources of waterways. And trees prevent landslides and
avalanches.

Sakura:
ANiE, ZEERBRZRINLU TCEREZHNE T DEESHADDIEER TE N UL,

I learned in school that trees absorb carbon dioxide and also produce oxygen.

Maki:
X2, FEMDDDCETIEBDETICHBIIAMELEE TE=ET,

And they also produce the wood that we use in our everyday lives.

Mr. Brown:
ENERMOARLREREITINR, 5. MEICKEI DAL SEbDZORIMERICSH
NFET, ZCTEFTIR. RMOBEICIT ZBifiZERITD [ AV—EME] W DM
MFLCE>TNET,

Yes, that's another important role of forests. Due to Japan's aging population, the
number of people involved in forestry is currently decreasing. In recent years, therefore,
they've started using a form of IT called "forest informatics" for forest management.

TlE. MELCITEZBATDICLEICIE. EOXDBIRDHDIEEZSNFTIN?
So, what are some of the advantages of applying IT to the forestry industry?

Sakura:
RMOEBENKDBREICRDEBNE T, RMOBEDBIARDIAREICEET T —F DI
BVODHANN IT ZRMATICE TCRLERICTETDE. FIETHRMAF U,

I think it will make forest management easier. | read in the paper that using IT will make
it faster and easier to collect and analyze data about forest density and the state of the
trees.

Maki:
VHBADDRESBIRMBENDDEBNTID, IT ZERAINISHMOMAZDIRREZIE
ECETDDTIIRNTULDD,

There are areas that are difficult or dangerous to enter, but using technology, they could
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determine the state of the forests or the local geography.

Sakura:

BENLOTSNIE, HEREDOWUESONMEDRAHDTE T, MEEENDER
VKT,

If forest management becomes easier, it could improve the working environment and
profitability, and make things more efficient.

Mr. Brown:
(U BEDULOTIIIINIE. AFREERZADINE LNFEAL,
Yes, if forest management becomes more efficient, it might make up for labor shortages.

Tl AV—EMECDNWTIDRBEIEZSNETID?
OK, are there any cons to forest informatics?

Maki:

IR ~OEBOBHDIDTIFZENTUL DD, FHALWIT YRTLAEEALULD., Bk
AUV T RBDEREEZBICTRDFI K13,

| think the cost could be a problem. Introducing new IT systems and purchasing
equipment will be a big expense.

Mr. Brown:
ZOTCTIN, AHXIHRIEIBZASNZTIN?

That's true. Can you think of any ways to deal with that?

Maki:
BICKDHEDOHEZRITONZNT UL DD, Ko, BROEDEY T ADIERS
DERZIF TN > TN T EEEZGNFET,

The government could use subsidies. And the more common forest informatics
becomes, the cheaper the IT systems and equipment would become.

Mr. Brown:
ERORIBEMINCE. IDRELEHDITLLDN?
Are there any potential problems apart from the cost?

Sakura:

BMOEEL. RB(CIT TEICTZADDDDDDFE B A, RELESTTNDDT, AR
UCBADREORBEDNNE THDICEEZNEEZSNFT, ITOBANERLT,
C D U ABYB IR AT ORI DR BRI D S EDIMWEE T T,

It's not certain that IT is really suitable for forest management. Forests are full of living
things, so there are a lot of things that require the knowledge and experience of skilled
foresters. If IT were used too much, | would worry that the passing down of human skills
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and knowledge would be neglected.

Mr. Brown:

ZDOTIR, HRMICIE. RIDCHFBEULKDIIABRERENDOET, | TONA AR
EFIRDREAMZEND AHSDS. BFIC. TS ABOINBEORERTZITHRINTNE
20T, ENBEHEMDTRICEDRIDRE> TNET,

Good point. As we said earlier, forests play an important role in Japan. The best way
would be to introduce cutting edge IT and biotechnology while at the same time ensuring
that human skills and knowledge are passed on to future generations. We need to
preserve our forests in a healthy state for the future.

SEnT—VIE. [AVY—FME] TUIC,

BRREA RQITTURZ, COHEF. 2HR&E2HRTT,
Today's topic has been "forest informatics."

This class has been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Brown:

CHICBIE. BTh, BODRRZDI D ADREBICIEATHEIE UL D,
CODDRAIL, ER2HKk « E2HREITTT,

Hello, everyone. Please share your opinions with your classmates.

This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

ROTIR IT RifTEHFMERCTERIDIBENLD > TNET, IT THRRIEBIEL.
AFARZBBULDENDIANTT, CORDIBREDHME TRV — ME] ST
NTNET,

Nowadays, new IT systems are being used in forest management. By introducing IT in
the forestry industry, they are aiming to meet the need for labor shortages. This science
of using IT to manage forests is called “forest informatics.”

SBIF TAEROBEND | Z2H@FT —VIC U TNET,

CODUDSATIE IRTOULDOUI—Y 3 VEAEIRZEARDICTDCEICDIRNDD] &
T—NICELENENWEBNZET,

Today’s overall theme is “People and Forests,” and in this class we’ll be discussing
“‘whether you think that spending leisure time in forests can help people realize their
importance.”

| It's Discussion Time! |




Mr. Brown:

B, FLYFYD FrUTRE RCUIUI—Y3ViERZE ULCEERSIDD
FIN? ZOUEKRTOULDOUI—Y3aVEHMH. READICTDCEICDINDDE
BNEIND?

Have you ever spent time in a forest? Maybe you’ve been hiking or camping. Do you
think that spending leisure time in forests can help people realize their importance?

Sakura:

[F0). RTREIBREHFRERITDCENTEXT, RCBAICKRLTCET. IpDESN
20, £EEMHIERLUTNDCEEERULD, BRICKDREHIT DL DICZRDFT,
ISDT. UDOUI—Y3VEBEIHRERDICTDICEICDBENDEBINET,

I do. In forests, we can experience nature. They have a healing effect on our minds,
we can get a real understanding of how many living things there are in forests, and we
become more appreciative of nature. So, | think that spending leisure time in forests can
help us realize their importance.

Maki:

NT—DRBVWADRICEKTUEDOTRMDHDICH. MIFLELD I -3 VEED
HRERKPICTDICEDKIDEICEDBASBENEBRNET,

| think that some people who visit forests are careless, so they might not realize the
importance of forests when spending time there.

Mr. Brown:
NT—DENEE, EOLDBRTENMNEBESNZEIH?

What sorts of things might they do, for example, if they were careless?

Maki:

BIZIL. WBIMEBFICHDBIFOLD. JIZEBTIZDENSIZTATT,
ZNICK DT RMBATULENET,

Well, picking plants and bringing them home, or leaving garbage behind.
These kinds of things can hurt the forest.

Mr. Brown:
AZA. RO, EMTHIAX—IZSZTUEDTREMDN DD ENDTETIN,
Ah yes, so you mean that plants and animals in the forest can be damaged.

Maki:

ZNIC. ULOUI—Y 3V EERORHICHZOEZERRINLEL. BRBIECDORENDE
BNET,

And, building streets and cutting trees to set up facilities for leisure activities can also
damage nature.




Mr. Brown:
ZD. TNESZA6NE I,

Yes, that is something to consider.

Sakura:
NVFSADEDLDSEENE LD CEEHDBDINE NI EBAND, AR TIITER
NEOBEERDHZRTIITETDNT, BEZEEBDOITDEIOEINEELCEBINET,

| suppose that those types of problems as Maki has mentioned can happen, but | think
that you can have many experiences in forests that you can’t have in the city, so spending
time in them is really important.

Maki:

BOCHETODF v TORLYFIVIRER>RELL. AIDDOTINH, BENCILE
[TTIRIRICT T DRNEBRZF CDINDITTIEBRNECBNET, FAlE. BUHo>12END
ICITTROO>TUEDERBNFET,

Of course camping and hiking in forests is fun and popular, but just having a good time
there doesn’t mean that you’re gaining any deeper understanding. | think in the end
people will just think “that was fun,” and that’s it.

Mr. Brown:

BRBEE, VDIV 3VDHENED. RICDNWTEZDIE >NNTICIERSZND
TlEFENWDERTIN,

| see. So, you're saying that people will only remember the recreation activity and it
won’t become a chance to think about forests.

Sakura:
NFSADEDLDBRBESEENDICHDIERBINKT, TE. CEAEHHA ROHKRZELENT
LCNBELDB 7P OT1ET1EHDET,

| think that Maki has a point. But, there are also activities where guides can show you
around the forest.

Mr. Brown:
EDDULZDPOTAETAICDNWTHATESAFTIN?
Can you tell us a little bit more about these kinds of activities?

Sakura:

ZFOHRICHE UNEARAEBEDAD. mROFEMICDONWTHZTINBZELDHDFET, I
R URHOHFRZRRT DRE. BUHBDSRHRICDVNWTERZT, CHOHLELDUT
—Y3VFERED. KDEHKRZERETE, BREKRDICTDCEICDBEN >TSS E

Well, someone who knows a lot about that forest goes around with you. They can teach
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you about the plants and other things in the forest. While walking around, the guide
guizzes you about plants and other things, and you can have fun while learning about the
forest.

Mr. Brown:

RICRELAL, RTOULIOUI—-YaVEazdl . RaKUICITDIRIBTHZR/HD

ADMEZ TV DIENNCETT,

%EéhEUDUI—yBJEEL NIBDEBEIVT—ZL oD ETD. BRICDL
Z2LDTEZFATRUNERNET,

That s really interesting. In any case, | hope that more people will gain a greater

appreciation for Japan’s forests by visiting them often.

Of course, | also hope that each of you will be careful not to abuse them, but rather learn

from and treasure this important part of our ecosystem.

SO, FRTOLDOUI—Y3VEAEREKDICTDCEICDRDDND] ICDNT
?4ZbuJ5/b§on

Today, we discussed “whether you think that spending recreation time in forests can help
people realize their importance.”

HIZ2MEE2R@ITTUIZ, COHEE. 3h&4HRTT,
That'’s all for Eiken Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Brown:
CHICBIE. BTh, EZRDIFETI, CAEARSELTIES),

Hello, everyone. It's discussion time. Please speak up as much as you can.

CDUSASL, EER IR &4HREITTT,
SHBOHBET—VIE. TAEROENDD | TY,
This class is targeted for Grade 3 and 4.
Today’s overall theme is “People and Forests.”

BMADEIRC T ZMiZID ANDAHDBHDE T, AFARZMH O T R2ZEUICTFA
NnuU. #EBLTNWTDOENWDIDHEHTT,

IT technology is being used as a way to manage forests. This helps to make up for the
current lack of manpower (the current shortage of labor). Forests can be preserved by
caring for them appropriately.

CDDDSATIE. THRDSDEBOM] 27 —NICELENCNWERNET,
In this class, let’s talk about “gifts from the forest.”
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| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Brown:

AREFRCHBDEBDSIIFRIBE CTRENONTNET,
BESADBDEID TRIARZEBD UL EABRMDHDTLLDIN?
We use wood in all areas of our daily lives.

What kinds of things around you are made of wood?

Sakura:

MDORTIE. REDFEAEDKRKTTETCNET,
ARCTTELHBLAADRBES 0 IFARIZEBNZCENBDFET,
In my house, most of the furniture is made of wood.

I've also heard that baby toys made of wood are popular.

Mr. Brown:

[EU\. SBDBESBICIFE. KTTESLEDHZNTIR, BEARIBZDOTLLDON?
That’s true. There are many children’s toys made of wood.

Why do you think they’re popular?

Sakura:
OCANTEREZ2ZD. BROBLEDDRELSNIZDT DD 5,
Wood is safe to put in your mouth, and it has natural warmth.

Mr. Brown:
ICARDNS TETCNDARBEDEDTIIRCDBHDEIN?
Are there larger things we can make from wood?

Maki:
FADRDEFAIC. REDHMENH D XTI,

In my neighborhood, there is a kindergarten made of wood.

Mr. Brown:

BATEEND S, BERICKREZLISABOTEFHUICR. ZOYHETIEE CICKROYE
PNTNEIN?

Since long ago, many buildings in Japan have been made of wood. Where is wood
used in the kindergarten?

Maki:

EEZIE ZERDERD, BANDEERENKRTTECNET, FEEICBRESEIC
RUTIFELNWEWNWDIBNWEEEESH UL,

Well, the floors of the rooms and the playground equipment outside are made of wood.

8




I've heard that they want the children to feel close to nature.

Mr. Brown:
FCEBIYHETIN, Tl T ESADREEBD OERRICDOVNTENMETL
ZE0), FRCTBCULLIERIEHODFTIN?

Sounds like a great kindergarten.

So, related to wood, I'd now like to talk about forests.

Have any of you spent time in one?

Sakura:
MEERTHMEZRICT O ZCENDBDFET, WDOyIICBEBL T, FROBRICDL)
TFUFHUEL,

| went to a camping school before. We stayed in a lodge in the mountains, and we
learned about nature.

Mr. Brown:
ZDESDERERICDNT, EDDUEFLLHZTLIZEL,
Could you tell us more about the experience?

Sakura:
ROPZHENTRZHRB LI UL, L. RORMREZF > TNZRCLTBDRLH
TAHALU—ZEDF U, RICEFHELZUCDOTIN. FOBTSEBSHERICE D
TWNET,

We took a walk in the forest and watched the birds there. We used branches and wood
to make a fire, and then we made curry. At night, we tested our courage and |
remember it was dark and quiet in the forest.

Mr. Brown:
BERREBRZLEITALFELUIZAR, BICHRICE> TS EFPTIN?
Sounds like a valuable experience. Is there any special memory that you have?

Sakura:
RICREENESNUVZOIECETT, HOBULIDT, EDMHHARIELSN. <A
NEZERDCENTEH UL

The stars at night were very beautiful. The forest was dark and the stars were shining
brightly, so I could see so many of them.

Mr. Brown:

SIZAEICES UTWTEIBEDBDRSNSVNBRDEIZ OICDTLL DR, ICE.
* COMBRICDNTIBNM U TS DARINE TN ?

| guess you can’t usually see a night sky full of stars in the city. Does anyone else want
to talk about their experience in the forest?




Maki:

MIFBSDOERXBORISEVICITOLEEIC, RCTERIRDDUEEHZ LF UL,
When | went to my grandmother’s house in the country, | collected insects and picked
edible wild plants.

Mr. Brown:
EDKDIERDUFEDENTZDTLULDD?
What kind of insects and wild plants did you collect?

Maki:

T2 AT RAYRE, WFERBREZEDFLURZ, EB5E. CNIDHBAOFENRE D
TNWTCTHERICEZTES VDR ULHF UL,

| found cicadas and rhinoceros beetles, and | picked some mountain plants.

My grandfather taught me where and when to find everything, so that was fun.

Mr. Brown:

ZIFELUWRB UNWSFEDFSIENH OIZDOTIN, Tld. FICERICE >IZCEEHD
FINn?

Your grandfather sounds like a great forest guide. Is there anything else you remember
about the experience?

Maki:
BIMDORBENARICZNENDTETT, HARIIHROEMICF L. EMERSNSE
I, BRGNDNDE DD, ENBHINE DN EHZTINFK U, R5RNTEDTS
<ShAHo>TEBNDIZTI,

| was surprised by how many different kinds of plants there were. My grandfather knows
everything about them. While we looked at plants, he told me their names, and if we
could eat them or if they were poisonous. It was interesting because there were many
things | didn’t know.

Mr. Brown:

RICDNTORBMEZDE, FTFIHRNMEULBZDFIT,
BATIE, 2F0e /FHFEREEE U TRSNTNET,
When you know more about forests, you come to enjoy them more.
In Japan, cedar and cypress are the main species.

Maki:
EO—D. SBHEFERTRFICER OEEBREDHDFTI., COBE>EETEARLZTURL,
Just one more thing to add -- | once got lost in the forest for three hours. It was really
scary.
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Mr. Brown:

ZNIRTOHDOIETLE DN, REMCHBICTFTIFREERZSZTINEIN BN
TIRINWFENED. MNTIENTIENED, [EDIT R TEINTRNZRREEDH D
X9, BREZETDINEBEDIRNS, FREKDICUTNWEZNNTIA,

It sounds scary. We receive many benefits from forests, but there are things we can’t
eat, things we can’t touch, and places we have to be careful of. We must learn and
avoid the dangers of forests while taking care of them.

BIRMHT, FFEDBERICHNT. RTHCNDES, EZPHDICECMNE UL,
#HXDE, ARICEDDHEDRNDTROSNFE TN, HETIE, BHREDBERS
Y6% Tlight pollution (G%&)1 EIFATNET, ELDNDITT, HEEDBD OIZDTE
ZNSDELUSBDTENTERUIZ] ED\ TRAEBRMEDNDEDICEBLNDTRR
TIRIZDERZRDCENTETFIEAI BECEAFT,

By the way, earlier in our discussion, we were talking about seeing the stars when out in
the forest. We can do this because there are fewer electric lights than in the city. In
English, we call this excessive light in cities “light pollution”.  And so, you might say, “I
could see the stars so beautifully because there was no light pollution.” Or, “We can’t
see the stars in Tokyo because there’s too much light pollution.”

SHIE. TAEROBEND] Z7—VIC. COUDATIE TFHROLSDEOW] ICDNT
SBELBNF UG,

Today’s topic was the relationship with people and forests. We talked about “gifts from
the forest” in this class.

SBOSBHERNRBOEZ ) I EZOBERBRAN. T RAANYY3VOSEGRELE. BHED
D JH+ ~ (http://iwww.radionikkei.jp/lr) [C38E L TCUVFET,

RENL MBOXRK] CDNT, T+ AAvIY3VULFET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced
article, are available on the program website. Next time, we’ll talk about “Cars of the
Future.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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