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Part |: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

EDB, TDUSRADKE. NIRRT,
CCHBIFIERDIFETY, B\EgICSnNUTES0\,
CDDODAIF. EBERE A RUNILTT,

Hi. 'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

It's time for our discussion. Please join in as much as you can.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

B 47 OREREZEL, BFF 12 8 14 BRZE, BIBEEsNZ UL,
BRECEIUZMHDNIERIE. 326 3ZFBTHM LI UL,

SHIE. COZa2—RZ2TT. NEZE) 2HBT—VICULET,

Voting for the 47th Lower House election was held last year on December
14, and the ballots were counted on the same day.

The Liberal Democratic Party and its coalition partner, Komeito, won with 326
seats.

With this news in mind, our theme for today is “elections.”

WBEBNRERULCRDEORERGI., ILWEEXD 5266%. LEHIHREKRT 5265% &%
D, WITNEHERBRRIEZEEHER UK U,

ZFCCCDOUSATIE, TEREXRGQLECIHIHNKEN ] ICDNTELENZET,

The voter turnout for the Lower House election, which was released by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, was 52.66 percent for
single-seat electoral districts, and 52.65 percent for proportional-
representation seats. It was the lowest voter turnout for both since the end of
the Second World War.

So in today’s class, I'd like to discuss “what needs to be done to increase
voter turnout.”

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

ToZLLTIN FEFE 12 B 14 BORREIL, BEREDRERTUR,

S8, BRERE FITBICE. EORDBCENMKBZEBNEIN?

Let’s get started. So, the voter turnout for the Lower House election last year
on December 14 was the lowest since the end of World War Il. What do you
think needs to be done to increase voter turnout in the future?




Yoko:

BEREZ FITBEHOICIE. ROV T ARODHDDITEINEEZERB/INET,
BHEDV_JTARI, ELIZTTHHDIC<NEDHZNERLCET,
SOWHERNAIEBBETEDL OBV D A EB LTI LVERNET,

ZO59NIE. KDZLDANDNBBICDNWTERZEZD TERELLIDOESBSZDIEBNE

ER

To raise voter turnout, it's necessary for political parties’ policy platforms to be
easy to understand. | feel the policy platforms have a lot of points in them that
are so complicated that they're hard to understand. They should put out
policy platforms that the younger generation can understand. If they did, |
think that more people would be able to have a deeper understanding of
politics, and that would make them want to vote.

Mr. Harrison:

ARBRINA Y FTIR,

SANDV_I IR FZFAT. EQORDERDELNEBNZELED?
That’s a very good point.

When you read the policy platforms this time, what points did you find
difficult?

Yoko:

EL<SADBEDBDETIN, VI T ARIENBUERDOBERBICRBAZE UL,
BZIE. Z2LOHENMBITTNND IFETCXEI TT,
FNZNOBENERNICHZELRIDELTNBDD, DD DIS5NERBNEUE,
Well, there are a lot of parties, but all the policy platforms seemed to have
similar content.

For example, many parties mention “support for families raising children.”
But it was hard to understand the specifics of what each party wants to do.

Mr. Harrison:

RBEE,

HOASE. YVZIOTARERECITDENDCEICDNT, BREIIHODFEIH?
| see.

What do other people think the parties should do to make their policy
platforms more clear?

Sakura:

HRZEITULHEREDRDND. BIEZ2ERNICRUTELNWECERNET,

2. OB ELNTEDSIENDDIONNCDODNTEYIalL—Y3av ., ZNEREET
5 _ CD‘JAET (\:.II_J\(/ \3':30

| think they should explain how it would affect the future if their policies were
implemented, and explain the changes in specific terms.

Also, | think there need to be simulations of how things would change in
comparison with other parties’ policies and share that with the public.

Mr. Harrison:
BERICXTTDA v &, DHDDILERNETDCENEFINTINNDXIDTI 1A,
Tl BEREZLITBEH. fIEELUTIIEDKDBTEDHIUEBLZEBNETIN?




It would be good if they could differentiate the merits of their policies for the
people of Japan in an easy to understand way.

OK, what needs to be done in terms of the election system in order to raise
voter turnout rates?

Sakura:
AU =Ry FZERBUTEENTEDSE, BEITIFENEEEBZDIERNERN
gg—o

EEQR, BRBAITENZFED, BECTIREID >EADNCEBEEH UL,

| think it would be good if there were more ways to vote—things like online
voting.

| heard that on the election day, there was snow along the coast of the Sea of
Japan, so some people couldn’t get to polling stations.

Mr. Harrison:

Ry FRECDNWTEEEREEEZI\KDTIN.

SEZOUEMNSENDZDTIN,

EFHODOANE. REICDNTEDSBZZEIN?

There are still a lot of issues related to online voting, but in the future it seems
likely to become more necessary.

What does everyone else think about the election system?

Yoko:

5&£DENEK. 1 BOBENEEICR > TUNET,
FNEREXRZTITIBRDODOEDICEZ>TNDERNET,
IREDEZEFEEZNEITDCENNEBTHDINDE LNTEA.

Right now, the disparity in the value of votes is a problem.

| think that’s also one of the reasons voter turnout has gone down.
It may be necessary to reform the current electoral system.

Mr. Harrison:

ZZ BROCETULLD, 1 EORBEICK T, RRZIEEICRIBTETUENED
HEHPETNET, ZORBEETDIUNEEEDHDZESTI,

TlE, BEXRZLITIZH. RETDIAITHIBESORBICOVNTANBZS5NDC
ERFHBOFEIH?

Yes, it may well be. Because of the disparity in the value of votes, there has
been criticism that the will of the people is not being accurately reflected in
the government.

It seems likely that it'll be necessary to correct the problem.

So, do you have any thoughts about this from the voters’ side”? What can be
done to raise interest in politics among eligible voters?

Yoko:

BANCHENDE, BAADEEZECXT T DERHIENERLCET,

S, BHADRANDD, BARDEEBRDESICDOUVNTIERBSNF UL,
EREBEOBERSEZE<HESBRENMDIENERINET,

TINHH., RBENEHESIC. TRELADFEEOLTEULNERINKT,

| feel that Japanese people’s interest in elections is low compared with that of
people in other countries.




A non-Japanese friend of mine pointed out how low Japan’s voter turnout
was in this election.

| don’t think we have many chances to do things like hear candidates’
speeches.

So | think that candidates should give voters more chances to hear their
points of view.

Mr. Harrison:

FNERBINA Y FTI1,

HTEE. TUEDHRSBHESEZRETNT, ELTNBARABHEH LUNWERLUDCENLD
NI,

BEFEBNDE>ENDHDDTI L, BERZEHFZADICIE. EDLESIWERBNEKIN?
That’s a very good point.

When | see discussion programs on TV, | find the content of the things they're
talking about difficult.

What can candidates do to present their policies in a way that's easier to
understand?

Yoko:

HENDBUBICE LULWNDITTRED D EE A

BCBICERL). B ERAERDANDNBERICERITDII—FT—HHNIERNEBRINET,
®MONBDONDREEICBE>TNDCEZRNDDICENTINDE, BUBNADEEKERFDX
DICZDFT L. EEEBETETDLELNZE A,

Not everyone is an expert in politics.

It would be good if there were segments on discussion programs where
people who didn’t know much about politics, and people of my generation
asked politicians questions.

If they asked about things that you yourself were wondering about, it might
make you interested in politics and give you some answers at the same time.

Mr. Harrison:

3dFE,

EBZBLULTHONDDOITNEET, EHBDBZZLATCESOERIIARETIN,
fOANE, BESORHEALICDNTEDEBZFEIN?

| see.

It's important to have opportunities for candidates to communicate their
thoughts to young people in an easy-to-understand way.

Does anyone else have ideas about how to get eligible voters more interested
in politics?

Sakura:

FAE. BUBIC DWW CE UEIOIRERENDDEND CENKBRZERNZET,
BUBICEENZOINE, SImEBHEREZNSNRRNTL LD,
FFIRFEEETDOLDIC. BBICDNWTORIERDOEERFICONTHE TEEIT DE
BWOWEBNET,

| think it's important to have home environments where people discuss politics.
If people aren’t interested in politics, they won't bother to watch political
discussion programs.




So, in order to get people interested in politics, it would be good if
there were a way to get people talking more about even the most basic things
about politics at home.

Mr. Harrison:
BRBEE, DRCORIFIESTLEN?
| see. What was your home like?

Sakura:

ZZ BUBICDWCEIsR I D EIIHDFEBATUR,

Eo&EB. BRECHTHKZERREDAANY FTCTULEITNES,

REEZFICEV. DRODHNCADSEREMITENTITHN., EZEICDUANTNE
Uiz,

Well, we never really discussed politics, though going to the polls was a family
event. At a very young age, before | was eligible to vote, | was taken to the
polling station, so | had some exposure to elections.

Yoko:

DRE. KEEEN—BICREMNTIDONHBZ ORI TUR,

FEDP TFEBICEEKEFHCEDIBRNNMUBIZERNET,

It was normal for my whole family to go to the polling station together, too.

| think it's necessary for families to develop their children’s interest in voting at
an early age at home.

Mr. Harrison:

SEISAZHENEBETDPTFRICTDCEE. BHALEDRHICKIDRCETT
13,
SFEIFBEBNEF UL, ZNEOZHENICHETA T, SE. BERNLEN>TLIL
CEZHARFLIRINT I,

Yes, | think so, too. And, it's also important to get people talking about politics
in everyday life. Well, we've heard a lot of different opinions today. Let’s hope
that the voter turnout rate will increase in the future.

SOld. MEREXRKQLEICIEAHIMUBNL] &5 —VICCDI—TFT—EREOLFLE, #
1UNILOI—F—TUIE, CODHEI, 2 R&FE2HH/RTT,

Today’s theme has been “What Needs to Be Done to Increase Voter
Turnout?” This segment of the program has been for Grade Pre-1 level
listeners. Grades 2 and Pre-2 are next.




Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICHBIE. BSA,

T4 2ANVYIIHRI—FULET, EEEIWNNTIHL?

COOSRAIF, BB 287« B2 RUANILTY,

Hello, everyone. Let’s start our discussion. Are you ready? This class is for
Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2 listeners.

REDEES. FFEF 12 B 14 BRE. RIBREESNZK UL,

SHIE. CTOZa—R=E2TTC. HEZE)] ZHET—VICLULTNET,
The general election was held on December 14 last year.

So, let’s talk about “elections” today.

IRE. EETIE. 2BhEEEOBRZEEFHICDONT, 28MARIC, 18 EMIUENSIETIT
DIESTMEATNET,

FCCCDOOUSRATIE. T18MEEEERICERND? RXIND?] [CDUNT
LBV ERNET,

At present, the Diet, Japan’s parliament, is considering lowering the legal
voting age to 18 years old in the next two years. In today’s class we will talk
about “whether you are for or against lowering the legal voting age to 18.”

It's discussion timel!

Mr. Harrison:

IRTE. EEESINZ 18 RICSIES N TDERUNEATINET,

BTAIK. CTNICDNWTERTIN? RXITIN?

At present, the Diet is trying to decide if it should lower the legal voting age to
18. Are you for or against this idea?

Yoko:
FIE/KTT,
| support it.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEBEETINHL?
OK. Please tell the class why.

Yoko:

EENRESNNE, ZOFUNERSEIC. BREENEBE L. SVWEROBIEICXTT
DEMNESLRDERNZET,

If the law is changed, it will catch Japanese citizens’ attention, and young
people in particular may become more involved in politics.

Mr. Harrison:

BdEE,

TlE. EFRRBICIE. EORDBEIEHDDHDEBNEIH?

| see. Can you tell me more specifically what type of changes you think will
occur?




Yoko:

SBHEN., EEERHUCEE T ZRERIDLDOICEDERBINET,

| think that if young people get more involved in politics, political parties will
come up with new ways to appeal to young voters.

Mr. Harrison:
2BDIFE,
| see.

Yoko:
FNH6. BFREUTESICBINSHEMEZDHE LNEE A,

And, as a result, there will be more policies that are attractive to young people.

Mr. Harrison:
EOFZAIR. EABRBENNGHHNEZERCEIN?

So, what policies do you think would be attractive?

Yoko:

HEEBZSERUICHEKTYT,

BFASEROEBLHENEREZET. E2EMRULENNERDEBZFT,

BIZIE, BBEBHDARZETHETETDRDIC, BEEHEICHEANTIEILNWERNET,
| would like them to focus on education.

| think that young people from lower income families would like to be able to
study more past high school.

For example, | think that they should work toward providing more
scholarships and support for undergraduate education.

Mr. Harrison:

DAL, EBFEEERZ 1ISRKICSIERNTBICEICDNT, BXTIN? RXITT
e

How about everyone else?

Are you for or against lowering the voting age to 187

Sakura:

FPEERTI,

BATIE. 18 BWHBRETEDIENZNEBNZCENADODET,

BARE, FEETHDRENS, RFNECERLCIT,

| support it, too.

| heard that many other countries allow people to vote when they are 18.
While Japan is a developed country, it is still on the conservative side.

Mr. Harrison:

raoNGFAR

FHRIC, ZLOEN 18 MUATDEZEIEZROTCNNE T, TlE. BATE 18 mH o5
ETCEDIDICE 226, EORDBMENBEFTCETDEBNZEIN?

| see. It's true that a majority of countries give people the right to vote at 18. If
Japan were to change the voting age to 18, what do you expect would
happen’?




Sakura:

18 mENDEBR 3 FETT,

FRISEDHBHEI T, BEOAYSZHZ DIEENEZDERBNTT,

EEZR. BREOBERICDUVNTENDERBINET,

FNICKO>T. BBDORBHEZDERBNFET,

Well, 18-year-olds are in their last year of high school.

| think that there would be more chances to teach the importance of voting at
school.

For example, they can learn about each party’s policies. | think that based on
that, young people will get a deeper understanding of the Japanese political
system and elections.

Mr. Harrison:

ZO5TI1, BEDRFTERIENADDZEDTI 1,

IEEREENZVERED. EMORERKOKRER S EZAN TREEZEZTOFR
EHDELDOTI LK,

You might be right Sakura. Schools would be a really good place to make a
change.

Now, for high school students who don’t yet have the right to vote, some
schools plan mock elections using real ballots and election boxes.

Sakura:

SHICTEE. BBLCHOBRZHFICEITD. KNEEESZDCEE. BRAOSEHB A
ODIBNZEBZZDE. HERICKVVIRZRIZIITLEADEEZZFT,

Also, | think that giving young people a chance to have their voices heard by
the government would have a good effect on society, considering our aging
population.

Mr. Harrison:
rasNGCYAR
That's true.

Yoko:

ZFNNHH6. 20 FHICBE> TV ELSTEENNTNDALBLNET,

CNEDEVVNRBIEHIC, BREMTC EEWK] 252D EEILCEELERBNE

9,

Then there are also some people who are working who haven'’t turned 20 yet.
| think it is important to give these young tax payers their “say” at the polls,
too.

Mr. Harrison:

ZMDENTI1,

R CVNDDTINSREEESZDEND CEEFIRODTIENHLELNZE A,

It certainly is.

It's completely natural that a person who is paying taxes should have the right
to vote.




W5wmTIE. 18 MEFE+DTHEHONR] EHL TSIERTTERECHTLIEEN
EZDERFBZIRN] EVWVODEBEREHDLDOTI,

TESHIE., 18 HEEEEEICEBREVNDRENZN >ETIN,

SENRELNSEBICRANERTD. BRERELENDCEZHHFULRNWERNET,

However, there are also some who believe that 18-year-olds don’t have fully

developed reasoning skills or that even if we lower the voting age, young

people still won't vote.

But today, both of you believe that the legal voting age should be lowered to

18.

At any rate, if young people were to become interested in politics at an earlier

age, | certainly hope that it would increase the number of people voting.

SO, M8 MEEMELERICERND? RXANH?I &F7—VIC
FTA4RANAYYIVUFEUE, 2REE 2 HLNILOI—F—TUIE,
COHhER. &L/ TT,

This time, we discussed the topic “Are You For or Against Lowering the
Legal Voting Age to 187" That'’s all for the Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2 Level
section. Coming up next is the Grade 3 and 4 section.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. B A,

NRNKT 1 XNy Y3 VDORBETIXR, CACAFRSLUTIIZSIM,
COOSAF, BEIM&AHTMUNILDODSATT,

Hello, everyone.

It's time for discussion. Please speak up.

This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

BFEF 12 B 14 B, REEORBEEMIODNE LIS,

SHIE. TOZ2—RZ22TTC. EBE] 2HEBET—VICULTNET,
A Lower House election was held on December 14 of last year.

And so, today's overall theme is “elections”.

E%C(J = IU\EET@I’}J_J—C@

EROUARTE. B<OANEF O TCRECERREHIT LV DEARDHDFT,
ZCCCODDSATIE, TEREBILTDIC. EARBRTIENDDN?

FE. SHEORVWEBERVBEIR?] EDNWTELEWNWZWERNET,

An election is an event where you can express your opinion without using words.

As for expressing your opinion with words, there are many opportunities to do so at
school, at work, or in countless other situations.

So, in today's class, we'll talk about a few ways to reach a conclusion, and the pros and
cons of each method.

It's discussion time!
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Mr. Harrison:
ZoZLTIN EFTEDFLEN\DIBZ CmaEIAEE LT,
BNDOLEDIEIHDFTIN?

So, what way can you think of to reach a conclusion? For example in discussions or
meetings?

Sakura:
ABDZNBEDE D,
DFD. BEENZVNRRT. MBERHDIENDHINCTI,
[ZER] ZHRFEBETNDE?
An opinion with the highest number of people holding it wins.
In other words, a method where the most popular opinion decides something.
How do you say “tasu-ketsu (Z#HUR) ” in English?

Mr. Harrison:

ZNid. TZER] TI1,
EDXRDRIGE TENEKIND?

Ah, that's called majority vote.

What kind of situation would you use it in?

Sakura:
PIZIL, ZRT. FMEEZRDDEETY,
For example, when you decide on class representatives in school.

Mr. Harrison:
ZECROBINBENDS EQADHODFEIH?

Okay. What is a good point about the majority vote?

Sakura:

ZLDADERULECENROONDDTRNEBNET,

NERLEBNET,

| think it's good because it shows that the largest group of people agreed on the same
thing.

It's fair.

Mr. Harrison:

ZLDACZHBINDENDCETIN,

TlE. TAUY FENWDEADNBDDTLULDD?

So it's something that is supported by the highest number of people.
Are there any bad points in this method?

Sakura:
EEMNE I DNITTIFRNETATT,
Not everybody is happy with the decision...

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTI1,

ZEOREHNRMSNDNDITTIIRZRNDT, REHEDCENDHDINE LNFEEA.
Tld. EDDAL RETHRELIECONTHIDZETSNEIN?

That's true.

Not everyone's opinion is reflected so there may be some dissatisfaction.

What other ways are there to reach a conclusion in meetings?
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Yoko:
BEBENRREBFIATCERTRODDENDTTENDBDET,

The person in charge can make an intuitive decision based on past experience.

Mr. Harrison:

HENRRTIN,

ZTDREZE. FRCEERUCCER>LHDFEIN?
That's an interesting opinion.

Have you experienced that method at school?

Yoko:

[EUY, BEET/NU—MR—)LZDO> TN CEEICHDFT,
FEXZ2—ICDT, BEERREH LUFIN. RENICITREERDODDEERDITED
ROTNFE U,

Yes. | experienced it when | was on the volleyball team at school.

The team members gave their opinions on the types of activities for practice but in the
end, the teacher chose the activities to do during practice.

Mr. Harrison:
ZORDITOERNBEANDETESNTIH?

What is something good about this method?

Yoko:

EROMTONIRNDT, BREDDDDEE A

X2, COBEHREDEBEREEDNDSINDDT, CHDBRRIVDERNHMNDTE
FUIS,

It doesn't take much time because there is no discussion.

Also, in my story, as it was based on the teacher's past experience,

a better decision could be made than any based on our opinions.

Mr. Harrison:
BV\BEEAHLDDFEIN?
So, what are the cons?

Yoko:
BRONBHINLCEADSNDDS T, BED—EHHNE LENENDTENBDFH UL,
Some students were dissatisfied because no explanation was given for the conclusion.

Mr. Harrison:

2BIFE,

Tld. EDNS. RFECHR/ELIDECONTHIDHDTLL DN ?
| see.

What other ways are there to reach a conclusion in a meeting?

Sakura:
BERBEINAT Y R ZENBNBZET T, RGN EITDEVNDITETT,

You can raise different points and compare and discuss each point.

Mr. Harrison:
SBESICEDNTHUK T BENSTETILA,
NN, ZORBH. BEBIN. BOEIH?
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Yes, that would be deciding something based on an evaluation system.
Does anyone have a specific example of that?

Yoko:

PIZIE. UERTOSRADE UM ZERDHDEETT,

MDD SATIE BRIEEHBIEITEEREND 2 DOEDEF U,

For example, you can use this method when you are trying to decide what to do for a
school festival.

In my class, we were trying to decide between a café and a haunted house.

Mr. Harrison:
EDEKDISINA Y R THUNRZEDTIN?
What points did you compare?

Yoko:

O X0, ERICHD DEE. FEDH L SRETT,

We compared things like cost, how much preparation time it would take, how difficult
preparation would be.

Mr. Harrison:

WSDDZEITIZNA Y FOP TREBZEDEESIENDDIE, XBIRTIETI N,
CDIFEDA )y FEATLLDD?

Choosing the best out of many points raised is an intelligent method.

What would be another merit of this method?

Sakura:
BARREFSENCEEGSNRNNECATT,

Not being influenced by personal likes or dislikes.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIN, CTCEEHRMDODINELCEBNET,
TlE. TAUY HEHIDBHDTLLDD?

Yes. It's a very objective system.

Is there a demerit to this system?

Yoko:
ZNZNONA Y BITDNTBRDD T, REXTICHE—ENONDECATT,
Since you have to find information about each point, it takes time to come to a conclusion.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDERVTY, SFIFRFTEUESWNICKDERENZEN DX UIZRA,

IClE. E2—HENDBEEDHDFT, X, AEBEERFTENDDIERZZEDX
SIRRR T, AARHREBRAEICAREUNSIDCENMUETT,

FDRWT + ANy Y3V LZD. KDRWERZELCD I IDICHICIE,
RRICENE T, BUBRIEEESICENASTIN,

That's true. Well, you've all shown me that you know various ways to make a decision.
Another way to make one is to reach a full agreement.

For example, in situations like international conferences where there are topics of great
importance, it's necessary for everyone to agree and be satisfied with the final decision.
Well, whatever your situation may be, it's important to think about the different methods
we have for making decisions, then choose one carefully.
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T, SHOBMT—VIE. EZE] ICDONTTUL, FHD/IN—ETE. TEREXRGQ
FICRADMED ] [CDNWTEZTHFEUL, 2DED/N—FTIE. T18 MEEMLEE
[CED? RXAD?I [CDNTELENKULE, ZUCRED/N—FTIE. TELE
WTHSRZBICHIC. EABTIENDHDN? Fo. SIIEORVEERENEIZ? ]
[CDNTTURE, URTFT—DESAIL. ENKSNEFRTESHLED?

Today's theme was “elections”. In the first part we talked about “what needs to be done to
increase voter turnout”. In the second part we talked about “whether you are for or
against lowering the legal voting age to 18.” And, in the final part, we talked about “the
different ways to reach a conclusion as well as the pros and cons of each method.” To
our listeners, how much did you understand?

SEDBHANRZBORI DI EZOBABEN. T+ XNy Y3 VDOSEREHE. BHED
DT Y+~ (hitp://iwww.radionikkei.jp/lr) [C38& L CUVE T,

RAIE, K Fa1—-/"\OERERIL] CDNT T+ AANvY 3V ULFET,

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article
are available on the program website.

Next week we'll be talking about “the normalization of diplomatic relations between the
U.S. and Cuba”
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